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Purpose 
 
That Council regulates the use of the footway area to avoid nuisance or inconvenience to the public. 
 
Scope 
This policy applies mainly to urban commercial centres in the Greater Hume Shire Council area. 
 
Definitions 
 
Contained within the Footway Dining and Temporary Structures on Footway (road reserve) Conditions 
and Procedures Manual. 
 
Policy Content 
The increasing use of footways (road reserves) for the exposure of articles (whether for sale or not) 
and for dining by businesses, has highlighted the need to formalise a policy and procedures to assist 
in reducing Council’s liability with such activities.  
 
It is a key consideration of the policy to ensure that business activity on footways does not impinge 
upon the need for access by people with disabilities. 
 
This policy refers to non-permanent structures such as tables, baskets, sandwich boards, racks used 
for display of goods, brochures, or information/advertising/promotional material that relates to the 
adjoining business activity. The only non-permanent structure that does not have to be directly related 
to the core business activity will be plant boxes/pots used for beautification purposes only and having 
no advertising content.  
 
This policy will also cover areas to be used for footway/alfresco dining and includes the use of items 
with the activity such as tables, chairs, umbrellas, dividers where the items are not permanently fixed 
and are removed at the end of the trading day.  
 
Approval may also be subject to local or specific Development Control Plan conditions, 
agreements/conditions formed by a town’s Development Committee, Industry or any other sectors 
approved by Council.  
 
Council has the authority to grant approval and regulate the use of the footway for business purposes.  
 
The approval of temporary structures applies mainly to urban commercial centres in the Greater Hume 
Shire Council area. 
 
The approval is granted within specific conditions and any request for the use of a classified road must 
be with the concurrence of Transport for NSW.  
 
Placement of structures must be on the actual shop frontage and should not impinge on adjacent 
business frontages.  
 
This policy does not cover any structures that are permanent or are not removed at the end of each 
day’s trading. 
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Links to Policy 
 
Links to Procedure 
 
Links to Forms 
 
References 
 
Responsibility 
Environment and Planning Department 
 
Document Author 
Director Environment and Planning.  
 
Relevant Legislation  
Council’s authority to approve footway dining activities is covered under:  
 
Local Government Act 1993 – Section 68   
Roads act 1993 – Section 125 and 126  
 
Council’s authority to approve temporary structures on footway (Road Reserve) is covered under:  
Local Government Act 1993 – Section 68  
 
Associated Records 
Footpath Dining and Temporary Structures on footway (road reserve) Conditions and Procedures 
Manual 


