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OFFICER’S REPORT – PART A – FOR DETERMINATION 
 
GOVERNANCE 

1. OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT – COVID-19 LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
STIMULUS PACKAGE 

 
Report prepared by General Manager – Steven Pinnuck 

 
REASON FOR REPORT 
For Councillors to approve the Mayor and General Manager signing the NSW State 
Government’s COVID-19 Local Government Stimulus Package under the common seal of 
Council. 
 
REFERENCE TO DELIVERY PLAN ACTIONS 
Nil 
 
DISCUSSION 
As reported to the May meeting of Council, if councils are to accept the offer of the COVID-19 
Local Government Stimulus Package, councils that are already members of Joint 
Organisations (JOs) must remain in those Joint Organisations (JOs) for a further two years.  
 
The signed funding agreement must be returned to the Office of Local Government (OLG) by 
COB 24 June 2020. 
 
A copy of the COVID-19 Local Government Stimulus Package covering letter and Funding 
Agreement is attached as ANNEXURE 1 for Councillors’ information. 
 
It was the Author’s intent to sign the Funding Agreement under delegated authority, however 
in view of the resolution from the May meeting it has been determined to seek approval from 
Council. 
 
Resolution No. 5573 from the May meeting is as follows: 

That: 
1. Council provides ‘in principle’ support for the way forward determined in relation to 

the creation of a new organisation under a structure of a company limited by 
guarantee. 

2. A final decision on Council’s participation in the new organisation be determined 
once the funding arrangements for the COVID-19 Local Government Stimulus 
package have been resolved. 

 
The COVID-19 Local Government Economic Stimulus Package has three main components: 
 

• $32.76 million to provide a grant to each council to cover the cost of the FY2020-2021 
increase in the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) which for Greater Hume is $199,988. 
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OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT – COVID-19 LOCAL GOVERNMENT STIMULUS 
PACKAGE [CONT’D] 
 

• $112.5 million to fund a Council Job Retention Allowance Subsidy. Council will not meet 
the requirements of this funding. 

• Greater access to the TCorp Local Government Lending Facility. Council will not be 
able to access the TCorp lending facility due to Council commitment to support (through 
Council investments) unrated financial institutions that support our communities (e.g. 
Hume Bank and WAW Credit Union). 

Notwithstanding that Council is ineligible for the majority of the Stimulus Package, Council is 
not in a position to forego the grant to cover the increase in ESL contributions. 
 
It is the Author’s understanding that the majority of members of the Riverina Joint Organisation 
have signed, or are intending to sign the COVID-19 Local Government Stimulus Package. 
 
Further at a recent JO Chairs Forum, the Minister’s Senior Adviser advised that the OLG was 
to undertake a review of JOs later this year. It would be appropriate, as a demonstration of 
good faith, for Greater Hume Council to sign the Funding Agreement and await the outcome 
of the proposed review of JOs prior to proceeding to implement Resolution No. 5573. It is 
expected that further report on this matter will submitted to the next meeting of the Riverina 
Joint Organisation to be held on Thursday, 25 June 2020 after which time an update will be 
provided to Council. 
 
Council has already included the cost of participating in the Riverina Joint Organisation in the 
2020/2021 Budget, therefore there will be no cost implications for continuing membership at 
this time. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
At this stage the cost of continuing membership of the Riverina Joint Organisation has been 
included in the 2020/2021 Budget and forward estimates. 
 
CONCLUSION 
As reported to the May meeting of Council, if councils are to accept the offer of the COVIS-19 
Local Government Stimulus Package, councils that are already members of Joint 
Organisations (JOs) must remain in those Joint Organisations (JOs) for a further two years. 
 
It was the Author’s intent to sign the Funding Agreement under delegated authority however 
in view of the resolution from the May meeting it has been determined to seek approval from 
Council. 
 
Notwithstanding that Council is ineligible for the majority of the Stimulus Package, Council is 
not in a position to forego the grant to cover the increase in ESL contributions. 
 
It would be appropriate, as a demonstration of good faith, for Greater Hume Council to sign 
the Funding Agreement and await the outcome of the proposed review of JOs prior to 
proceeding to implement Resolution No. 5573. 
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OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT – COVID-19 LOCAL GOVERNMENT STIMULUS 
PACKAGE [CONT’D] 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That: 
1. the Mayor and General Manager be authorized to sign the NSW State 

Government’s COVID-19 Local Government Stimulus Package under the common 
seal of Council; and 

2. Council continue to work with Regional Organisations to maintain an effective and 
viable regional voice for the Riverina region. 
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