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 Rural Care Link     
Carers Support Group 

News 
 We look forward to meeting at The Fox & Brew 

on the 3rd Tuesday of each month this year, 

for Morning Tea at 10.30 am. Peer support, 

respite and information sharing is the focus of 

the Carer Group. 

This year will also include an outing with the 

Border Carer Reference Group, Carer Week 

celebratory activities, a Movie at the Cinema, art 

and music in our lovely Jindera Village Green. 

Please call the Coordinator, Vickie, prior to 

attending to check details. 

Being a Carer is an often-unrecognised role. If you 

have any queries, would like to attend the group 

or know of someone else in our community who 

would benefit from attending please make 

contact. There is no obligation to attend every 

month as we realise that life is very busy, 

especially if you are caring for someone who has 

extra needs. The Carer Group is here to support 

you and offer you some brief respite from your 

role as needed. 

Please call Vickie Priscina  - 

Carer Group Co-Ordinator on 0428 406 060 for 

more information. 
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VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED FOR  

ENDURANCE 

RIDE. 

Volunteers are needed for such tasks as 
gate control, time keeping, horse counting, 
vet assistance & numerous other activities 
on Saturday 30th March 1pm to 5pm & 
Sunday 6am to 4pm. Please Call Tony 
Marshall 0407 234 486 

The Rec Ground Committee are providing 
Breakfast – Lunch & Dinner on Easter 
Saturday. We will be asking for your support 
by donating, eggs for Egg & Bacon Rolls 
and cakes & slices for morning tea. Please 
contact Janice Whitty 0403 759 396. 

 
All funds raised on the day go 

towards the  

MULTI PURPOSE COMMUNITY 
BUILDING  

at Rec Ground. 
 

 

 

 

ANZAC DAY CEREMONY 

Thursday 25th April - 12 noon 

War Memorial 
Burrumbuttock Public Hall 
Scots School Pipe Band 
in attendance. 

Followed by cup of tea  
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When Elanor Habermann (Jacob) nee Schmidt passed 
away she left behind some memories – this is her story 
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The Seniors Week festivals within Greater Hume Council are all free events with morning tea 
and lunch included. Here is a snapshot of activities at the Walla Walla and Jindera festivals 
 

• 10.00am Start the festival with music trivia; great music and a lot of fun! 

• 10.30am What you can do to prepare for your future with advance care planning, wills, 
enduring guardianship etc. presented by Stephanie Dunstall 

• 11.35am  Following morning tea, a gentle exercise session, learning of ways to improve 
your balance and getting up from the floor strength presented by Align Health 

• 12.25pm Move between lunch, painting a little bird house to take home, roll your own 
bees wax candle and have a one on one chat about aged care services with Monica 
Montague (ACAC). 

We are also hosting similar activities at Holbrook Library on the 18 March, Henty Library on the 

19 March, Culcairn Library on the 20 March and Jindera Library on the 22 March. For further 

enquiries or to book your spot at one of these venues please phone 02 6036 0100 

General Store &  Post Office  
Phone Norm or Janice– 6029 3240 

Easter Trading Hours 
Good Friday 29th March – Open from 3pm to 8pm for your Fish & Chip ( orders 
taken).  

Saturday 30th March to Monday 1st April (Public Holidays) CLOSED 
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COMMUNITY FORUM GETS ACTION ON OUR MAIN INTERSECTION 

The efforts of the Burrumbuttock Community Forum have resulted in Stop signs 

being erected on Howlong and Walla Roads at the main intersection. 

The Forum requested the Council make this change from Give Way signs to reduce 

the risk of accidents at this location. We trust that all residents will comply with the 

new signage. 

There is also progress on the village overflow effluent system. Council has advised 

that the design of the new ponds and tree lot at the current location is occurring at 

present. It is likely that the upgrade to the Burrumbuttock system will be complete by 

May/June. 

 

 

 

 
Sincere condolences are extended to the family and friends of the late Ellie Haberman 

And John Newton – Please see Pages 4 & 5 – Ellie Habemann 

Page 8 below John Newton 



Page 8                Burrumbuttock Bulletin MARCH 2024 

 

 

JOHN STANLEY NEWTON 
(obituary courtesy of Elizabeth Newton) 

John Stanley Newton was born on July 13th, 1951, at Wallsend, Newcastle, son of Wilfred 

Stanley Newton, and Henrietta Myra Newton (nee Barnes). He was their third child; 

John has two brothers, Glenn (who passed away very recently), and Peter.  
John attended Jesmond Primary School, then Jesmond High School, becoming Captain and 

Dux of his Year 12.  He gained places in the state for his HSC results in Extension Mathematics 

and Physics.  After receiving a prestigious scholarship with Sydney County Council, John 

attended the University of NSW, where he completed his undergraduate degree in Electrical 

Engineering.  He then undertook a Bachelor of Commerce degree, and a Masters in 

Economics.  While at university, John resided in Goldstein College, one of the residential halls 

on campus.  He was well known for his dry sense of humour, and along with some fellow 

compatriots, established a dubious reputation for off the scale pranks.  
While in his third year, he met Elizabeth, also a collegian, and they married in 1971. Still 

students, their first home was a small flat in Randwick, and after renovating another property, 

they moved to their home in Double Bay, where they lived for several decades.    
Their daughter, Eliza, was born in 1984, and as John noted, "Everything changed after that. She 

became the focus, the pride and joy of our lives."  
John's career at what became Energy Australia took him to the role of General Manager 

Corporate, a position which allowed him to devise plans to necessarily reshape the energy 

industry. These were dismantled by the incoming Labor Government, and John, along with the 

entire Board and Executive Management team, were replaced.  He was then headhunted to lead 

a company which was working out of Sydney Eye Hospital, developing new ophthalmic 

diagnostic devices.  
Throughout his life, John developed an abiding attachment to The Elms.  For many years, he 

willingly spent his annual leave working in the woolshed, and he would say that one of the 

most pleasurable aspects of his life was developing a fine herd of Hereford cattle.  It was a 

logical decision for him to retire at the farm, and he oversaw the extension of the house, 

and designed the major features in the garden.  Most recently, even though increasingly ill, he 

was interested in the Landcare projects being undertaken on The Elms and Roseview, 

recognizing their long-term validity.  He held a high respect for members of his 

local community and enjoyed their friendship.   
John was a committed Christian and a practicing Lutheran.  He was an active member of the 

church he and Elizabeth attended in Sydney and was similarly involved in Holy Cross at 

Burrumbuttock. The bonds he formed with many in the congregations within the Parish became 

extremely important to him.  
Three years ago, he was diagnosed with prostate cancer, which metastasized into his spine, and 

spread into every bone in his body. Defying the predictions of all his doctors, John lived to see 

his daughter marry Phillip, twice, and the birth, christening, and first birthday of his beloved 

grandson, Henry.  After a long and painful deterioration, John died peacefully at Culcairn 

Hospital, on Sunday, 18th of February.  
He is survived by his wife Elizabeth, his daughter Eliza, his son-in-law Phillip, and his 

grandson Henry.  
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Wirraminna News 
Am interesting area of garden in Wirraminna is our dinosaur corner.  The Art and Craft bed contains a range 
of plants that have been chosen for their interesting leaves, flowers, bark or growth habit.  A very special 
plant is the Wollemi Pine.  This tree is a relic of the dinosaur world c. 100 million years ago when close 
relatives of this tree grew in the rain forests of Gondwanaland.  This was the super continent that broke up 
when Africa, India, Australia and South America drifted apart.  In 1994 a small patch of about 100 Wollemi 
Pines was discovered growing in a deep gorge in the Wollemi National Park, not far from Sydney.  They occur 
nowhere else in the world.   They are related to Hoop Pines, Bunya Pines and Norfolk Island Pines, but are a 
very ancient group that dates back 100-200 million years.  Most of these ancient forests, and the dinosaurs, 
disappeared 60 million years ago.  The discovery of the tiny surviving remnant of Wollemi pines growing in 

this hidden gorge near Sydney was an extraordinary thing. 

 

Following their discovery, a major strategy to ensure the survival of this species was to produce large numbers 
of new plants from cuttings.  They became available to gardeners and there are now many growing in gardens 
all over the world.  NSW National Parks have also planted new clumps in some other gorges in the Wollemi 

National Park to make sure they survive in the wild. 

After a couple of failures, we now have a healthy young tree growing in our dinosaur corner.   It has produced 
both male and female cones, and is beginning to coppice, which is a feature of the growth habit of this 
species.  In their isolated gorge home, the trees are multi-stemmed. 

To keep it company, we also planted three Cycads.  These are a very ancient group of plants that grew  

with the Wollemi in the dinosaur forests.  They are not rare, and there are a lot of different species, including 
several in Australia.  We have chosen the Burrawong (Macrozamia communis), the species that grows in 
central coastal forests in NSW, but there are many other species that grow in central and northern Australia.    

 

They look a bit like palms but are more closely related to the Wollemi than to palms.  They bear their seeds 
in large cones.   They are slow growing but will eventually produce large cones.  It has been suggested that 
the largest plants may be the oldest living plants on earth, so they will be around for a while. 

 

The Wirraminna volunteers have had Ellie in our thoughts.  She was a longtime supporter of our work here, 
and always enjoyed visits to check on our progress.  We will miss her. 
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Burrumbuttock Community 

Forum Meeting 

Monday 29th April 

7.30pm 

Burrumbuttock Public Hall 

Meets every second month. 

Discuss issues of concern. 

Hume Councillors in attendance. 

 

Come along to voice your opinion and 

to help get things done around the village! 

 

Forum Meeting dates for 2024 

24th June - 26th August & 28th October. 

 

Editors Note: 

For those who don’t know me my name 
is Jan Skerry and I have just joined the 
Newsletter team (trainee really!!!!). 

I have lived in Burrumbuttock since 
1988 and my son and daughter both 
attended Burrumbuttock Pre-School 
and Primary school and engaged in 
sport. 

Early memories of Burrum was a close 
knit community where people were 
made to feel welcome and connected. 

My hope is that Burrum will continue to 
be a safe and happy place to raise 
families and be inclusive. I feel the 
newsletter is one way of sharing and 
caring for each other – HAPPY READING 
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List of Committees and Contacts 

Anglers Club  Jocelyn Beale 0476 215 200 

Bethel Lutheran Church Paul Jarick 0427 263 224 

Burrumbuttock Bulletin  Marion Vile 0425 852 702 

Community Forum Colin Wiltshire 6029 3216 

Pigeon Club  Ron Boulton 0488 459 060 

Cemetery Trust  Barry Mott 6029 3339 

Cricket Club  Dave Williams 0427 260 234 

Fire Brigade  Jeff Litchfield 0438 293 227 

BB Saints Football Club  Andrew Hogan 0411 534 043 

Netball Club         Rachel Koschitzke 0414 949 290 

Hall Committee  Marion Vile  0425 852 702 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Craig Severin 6035 1211 

Pre School     6029 3343 

Primary School    6029 3253 

Recreation Ground Janice Whitty 0403 759 396 

Tennis Club  Ashley Lindner 0458 293 328 

West Hume Landcare Kathie LeBusque 0408 443 261 

Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre 6029 3185 

 

Justice of the Peace  

Barry Mott 0400 987 151, Sue Robey 0409 111958 

Fe Coleman 0408 263 305, Jeff Litchfield 0438 293 227 

 

Fire Emergency - 000 

Fire Communications Officer - Jeff Litchfield 0438 293 3227 

Or Rhonda Piper-Litchfield 6029 3327 

 

Council 

Roads, Storms & Drainage  0419 405 768 

Water & Sewerage   0408 691 637 

Ranger/Impounding Officer  0427 556 659 

OPENING HOURS 

Burrumbuttock Transfer Station  
1st Sunday of the month 2.00pm to 4pm 

3rd Sunday of month 10.00am to 12noon 

 

General Store &  Post Office  
Phone Norm or Janice– 6029 3240 
Trading hours: 

Monday to Thursday  8am-5pm 

Friday   8am-8pm 

Saturday   8am-10am 

Public Holidays - Closed 

Bulletin Advertising Rates 

Business Cards $ 5.00  Colour $ 8.00 

Quarter Page  $15.00  Colour $28.00 

Half Page  $20.00  Colour $38.00 

Full Page  $30.00  Colour $48.00 

 

Bulletin Basics 

Email: burrumumbuttockbulletin@gmail.com 

Editor:   Jan Skerry 0407 602 263 

Sub Editor: Colin Wiltshire & Janice Whitty    

Secretary: Marion Vile  0425 852 702 

Treasurer:  Janice Whitty 0403 759 396 

Committee:  Colin Wiltshire, Fleur Hall. 

 

Closing date for copy: 24th of the month. 

Please submit articles by email in Word files. Please no 

PDF’s 

We reserve the right to select, reject, correct, or modify 

all submissions. 

COPYRIGHT: All material printed in the Bulletin is 

understood to be original work by the attributed author. 

It is printed in good faith. 

Any material reproduced from the Burrumbuttock 

Bulletin should acknowledge its source. 

Dates to Remember: 

Rural Fire Brigade – BBQ 22nd March 

Community  Forum Meeting 

Monday 29th April  7.30pm Brrumbuttock 

Public Hall 

Endurance Ride – March 29,30,31st  Rec ground 

EASTER – Good Friday March 29th, Easter Sunday 
30th March, Easter Monday 1st April 

ANZAC DAY  - 25th April  


